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Blackboard World 2009 
Conference 

 
By Brian Ditmer, DL Specialist 

 

Have you ever been to an event where you come back and 

the word WOW! Just seems to be first thing that comes to 

mind?  

 

Well that is pretty much the way I felt after attending 

Blackboard World in Washington D.C. earlier this month.  

From July 11 through 16, Blackboard hosted over 2,000 

higher education decision-makers looking to network with 

their peers and learn about the latest advances in 

technology to solve the ever-changing challenges faced on 

todayõs campuses. Represented were campuses from 

throughout the United States and over 27 countries.  

 

 

Blackboard Integration 
News for fall 2009 

By Rafael Martinez, DL Specialist 
 

The integration of our Student 

Information System with 

Blackboard is progressing well. 

 
We had the opportunity to take  

a look at the new database and 

noticed that the shells are being populated with the fall 

enrollment.  Most of you are already working on your 

fall development shells.  That content will be migrated 

into the new server. 

 
At this moment the cutover to the new server is 

tentatively scheduled for August 12 to August 14, 2009.  

Blackboard will be unavailable during those days.  We 

will let you know via email of any changes. 
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When you see the elearning.cnm.edu site back 

online after August 14, it will have the new 

environment.  In preparation for this event, most 

of you have been working on your fall 

development shells.  This content will be moved 

to the new server.  

 

As soon as you are done with development, you 

may send me a quick reminder at 

martiner@cnm.edu.  When you open your 

shell(s) in the new environment, you may 

continue making changes.  You will have at that 

moment continued access to your shell(s); 

however, students will not have access to them.  

Student access to the courses starts at 8:00 am 

the first day of the term. 

 

It is very important for you to remember that 
the username/password combination you 
will need to open the new environment is the 
same username/password combination you 
currently use for your Outlook mail. 
 

Students will also see a similar change.  The 

students will use their myCNM 

username/password combination to open the 

new environment.   

 

Although this is a new environment, the url will 

be the same; http://elearning.cnm.edu.  The 

students can access the portal from the CNM 

homepage, from the myCNM portal or by typing 

the url in a browser. 

These are the major changes you will face: 

 Bb access will be the myCNM 

authentication for students 

 Bb access will be the CNM 

authentication for faculty 

 Additional Bb-created usernames will be 

deleted  

 Enrollment is automatically populated by 

Banner 

 Class withdrawal is also being managed by 

Banner 

 Self-enrollment will be discontinued 

 Manual account creation will be discontinued 

 View course list button will be removed 

from the entry page 

 Create account button will be removed from 

the entry page 

 Opening your class for self-enrollment is 

discontinued 

 Course names will have the format:  BA-

1133 -  BA-1133-52 

 

Backup your content:  it will be smart of you to 

backup all the Bb content you want to keep.  Finally, 

stay tuned for any email updates. 

 

 

continued from page 1 

mailto:martiner@cnm.edu
http://elearning.cnm.edu/
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            continued on page 4 

continued from page 1 

Can you picture a Blackboard where columns can be 

reordered using drag and drop? Can you imagine social 

networking tools built right into your course shell?  

How about inline grade book editing so you can spend 

more time actually teaching? Create a podcast of your 

weekly demonstration files? There is more than I can 

list here, but those are some of the great features we 

can look forward to here at CNM. Being able to 

network with schools who have already undergone 

these processes, as well as other, more server-network 

related strategies is an invaluable privilege that 

attendance provided.  We can learn from their mistakes 

just as they get a chance to see how and why we have 

such a great distance learning program. 

 

Blackboard òpulled out all the stopsó on this one and 

hosted a really great event. The site was at the massive 

Gaylord National Hotel and Convention Center in 

National Harbor Maryland. Unfortunately, we were a 

slight distance from the Nationõs Capital area and all 

the monuments and museums.  I could see the 

Washington Monument off in the distance from my 

hotel room window though. But the National Harbor 

area and the Gaylord itself were quite impressive.  

 

For six days I was able to interact with the developers 

and staff of Blackboard, Respondus, Soft Chalk, 

Wimba, Echo360, and many other companies who 

focus on products to make distance learning more 

effective and interactive.  

 

 

 

CNM was represented as part of the El Collegio 

Grant, by John Warren from ITS, and myself, we 

learned a lot and made some great connections. I 

couldnõt help but notice that at one point I was 

sitting at table with a small group of folks - one from 

Denmark, one from United Arab Emirates, another 

from Australia ð and me, we were all discussing an 

identical issue related to distance learning and 

Blackboard. The Woman from Denmark mentioned 

that she has actually heard of CNM.  (Iõd have to 

admit it would take me a minute or so to even find 

Denmark on a map)  

 
 

We made many connections and some that will 

prove to be very valuable.  We were able to meet 

with a group from a community college in Alabama 

that has just completed its Blackboard and Banner 

integration. Being able to talk about their process will 

be very helpful as we undergo the process this fall.  

Grand Valley State College has also agreed to share 

with us, their resources that were developed as a part 

of their adoption of Blackboard Release 9, now 

called Blackboard Learn.  

 

Our primary focus in attending was indeed, to garnet 

information on the best ways to set the path for 

Distance Learning at CNM.   
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Fall 2009 Course 
Instructions 

 

The fall 2009 Course Instructions are now posted 

on the DL webpage. Course instructions are 

separated based on the type of course (Online, 

Blended, Hybrid, and Video) and are listed 

alphabetically. If you have not submitted your 

course instructions please email them to Patricia 

Miera at pvigil51@cnm.edu. 

 

 

One great session was called the òlistening sessionó 

where the CEOs of Blackboard gave the 

microphone to the audience and just listened to 

what teachers, administrators, IT personnel and 

students had to say. (There was quite a line leading 

to the microphone) It was great to see that 

Blackboard is committed enough to us to do this- 

and bold enough ðsince a lot of the comments 

were critical of one thing or another. But with a 

very large company that merged with WebCT and 

has now acquired Angel Learning, it is nice to see 

the Blackboard Corporation genuinely focus on the 

institutions where it plays such an important role in 

online learning. 

 

So, WOW!  
 

The Conference was both fun and very valuable. 
 

×Photos submitted by Brian Ditmer  

 

Adding Blogs to Your 
Blackboard Course 

 
Currently in Blackboard there are a variety of communication tools available 

including email, discussions and chat. The Blog function is currently not available in 

this version of Blackboard, but there are a variety of blogging tools that are available 

online that can be linked within your course. The following three Blog tools are some 

that we found to work well. Take a look you may find one of them to be a beneficial 

tool to add to your course! More information and instructions on adding a blog to 

your Blackboard course are attached to this email. 

http://www.cnm.edu/depts/dl/index.php
mailto:pvigil51@cnm.edu
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SMARTHINKING : Faculty Webinars 
SMARTHINKING is an online tutoring tool that is available to students at CNM through ACE. To learn 

more about this online tool, join one of the webinars scheduled in July-September. If you are familiar with 

this tool and have any questions the webinar may also be beneficial to you. Below is the schedule for July-

September. 

 

 


