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During the 2011-2012 Curriculum Proposal Cycle, the College Curriculum 
Committee discussed and voted on many curricular proposals.  This report was 
produced in an effort to foster communication about issues that we addressed 
and about those that require further work and/or wider participation. 
 
In 2011 the Department of Education issued a requirement that all institutions of 
Higher Learning define credit hours and how they are awarded in various class 
formats.  The CCC researched, discussed, and worked with the Deans Council 
and the schools to define an academic hour as 50 minutes and to define 
theory, lab, clinical, practicum, and studio hours and ratios for the awarding of 
credit.  Since they were the most affected schools, CCC reps from Applied 
Technologies and Health, Wellness and Public Safety met with faculty and 
administrators to comply with these definitions and ratios.  
 
All six schools brought proposals to the CCC during the fall of 2011 and the 
spring of 2012.  The vast majority of the proposed changes, additions and 
deletions were approved, some with CCC recommended revisions.  In addition, 
CCC representatives were trained on the new CurricuNet software and will be 
ready to use the new software to comment and vote on curricular issues during 
the 2012-2013 cycle for the 2013-2015 catalog.   
 
A number of policy issues arose during CCC review of proposed curriculum 
changes during 2011-2012. We want to bring some of these issues to the 
attention of the administration and to other stakeholders. We felt that several 
required further action at the course, school, or college level. In other instances 
we felt administration should be aware of faculty concerns about these issues.  
We have recommendations for further action on a number of these concerns. 
 

CCC Rejected Changes 
 
OTEC Requirement 
 
The CCC rejected BIT’s proposal to delete ACCT 1111from the OTEC AAS 
because we are convinced that information and skills students learn in that 
course are crucial for success in the workplace. 
 
Recommendation: Return ACCT 1111 to the program. 
 
Biology Prerequisites 



 
The CCC voted down MSE’s proposal to change the pre-requisites for 
Microbiology and Anatomy and Physiology.Currently, students have a choice: 
they can take Biology for Health Sciences lecture 1410 or Cell Biology lecture 
and lab 1510/1592 as pre-requisites to Microbiology and Anatomy and 
Physiology.  MSE wanted to add the lab course 1492 to 1410 so students would 
have to take both 1410 and 1492 or the 1510/1592 combination.  The CCC 
approved this, with the understanding that Health Information Technology 
students could get a waiver so they don’t have to take the labs. 
 
MSE also wanted to replace Biology 1510/1592 (Molecular and Cell Biology) with 
Biology 1610/1692 (Genetics) lecture and lab as a pre-requisite option for both 
Microbiology and Anatomy and Physiology.  This was voted down by the CCC 
because the 1610/1692 combination has 1510/1592 as pre-requisites and 
because we were not convinced that students need the Genetics course 
combination to succeed in Microbiology or Anatomy and Physiology.   

Recommendation: Fulltime faculty who teach Microbiology and Anatomy and 
Physiology should meet to determine which pre-requisites are truly required for 
students to succeed in these classes. 

Approved with Concerns 
 
New Chemistry Degree 
 
The CCC approved the creation of a new Chemistry degree in MSE.  One 
concern, however, was the absence of an articulation agreement with UNM.  
CNM’s Organic Chemistry II will not be accepted as fulfilling UNM’s Organic 
Chemistry II course, so students will have to retake the course at UNM to 
graduate.  Another concern was the absence of an assessment cycle plan to 
assess student learning outcomes. 
 
Recommendation I:  MSE administration should work with UNM to get this course 
accepted, or CNM students should be advised that they will have to take the 
course there if they intend to transfer to UNM.   
Recommendation II:  An assessment cycle plan needs to be submitted to SAAC 
as soon as possible. 
 
Pre-Health Sciences 
 
The CCC approved the creation of new concentrations in the Pre-Health 
Sciences degree.  These concentrations are designed for students who are 



preparing to enter HWPS programs; however, since students could earn an AA 
degree, the absence of an assessment cycle plan is a concern. 
 
Recommendation: An assessment cycle plan needs to be submitted to SAAC as 
soon as possible. 
 
Impact of IT1010 Requirement on Programs 
 
This issue surfaced most controversially in connection with the elimination of 
PHIL2247 Biomedical Ethics from the nursing program. This proposal was 
approved after much discussion. CHSS CCC reps brought emails from faculty 
and from students who had taken the course who argued for keeping the 
course in the program.  This was a close vote, but in the end the majority was 
persuaded that nurses teaching the coursework could provide adequate 
instruction in the ethics of patient care, especially since they would be 
discussing these issues as the nursing students were participating in clinicals. 

We had a fairly extensive discussion about how IT 1010 became required for all 
degrees in the college.  Some were concerned because there wasn’t a formal 
vote on the issue.  We heard from some faculty members who were reluctant to 
add a course to their already packed programs.  There was real concern when 
it appeared that some programs in HWPS, including Nursing, were dropping the 
Biomedical Ethics course to make room for IT 1010.  It was unclear just how the 
decision to require IT 1010 came about.  Although many faculty attended and 
participated in the Gen Ed Outcome forums, few seem to have understood the 
repercussions of the choices and the “decisions” made during those forums.   

Recommendation: We believe that it is important for the faculty to support 
policies, such as requiring computer literacy for all degrees and that IT 1010 be 
the vehicle for meeting that requirement, if those policies are to be successful. 
Our perception is that a high level of support does not currently exist and many 
are questioning the wisdom and legitimacy of these requirements. At the same 
time, we realize that a lot of program changes have already been made to 
comply with the IT1010 requirement and a great deal of work has been done to 
provide the resources to offer sufficient sections of IT 1010. Our recommendation 
is that both requirements be reviewed by faculty after spring 2013 and that 
during the interim CNM conduct research to determine the effectiveness of 
both requirements. Faculty Senate Chair Michael Crane has suggested a series 
of forums to organize our assessment and curricular design practices.  These 
forums could provide more input on this issue.  This research and input should be 



documented and examined by faculty and administrators to make 
recommendations. 

Compliance with federal requirements for standardized “lab” credits and 
definitions 
 
CCC did substantial work on this project through the year. Still unresolved by the 
time of our last meeting was the calculation and contact hour theory/lab 
breakdown for several courses. 
 
The CCC is concerned with the theory/lab hour breakdown for IT 1010.  Since 
the class meets 4 hours a week in a computer lab, it would seem to be a lab, 
but if we conform to the lab ratio, it would earn only 1.3 credits.  The course also 
includes a large amount of theory that requires homework, so it is a combination 
of theory and lab.  Currently the course is listed as 30 theory and 30 lab hours, 3 
credit hours.  Among the proposals for IT1010 was to change the catalog 
description to 45 theory and 15 lab hours, which is the method that some other 
classes use. The credit hours would remain at 3. Under this approach the class 
would continue to be taught in computer labs. Some CCC members questioned 
whether this allocation accurately reflected the course activities.  Other CCC 
members felt that IT1010 activities were no different from any course which 
includes both lecture and practical learning activities and the description of 3 
theory hours and one lab hours a week was accurate. In the Academic Affairs 
Credit Hour Guidelines there is a provision for courses that exceed the minimum 
contact time/credit hour ratio: they should be referred to the VP for AA.  This 
issue was left unresolved pending further recommendations from the IT 1010 
faculty.   
 
Recommendation: IT 1010 faculty should determine the theory/lab ratio for this 
course. 
 
The issue of not conforming to contact hour/credit hour ratios goes beyond IT 
1010.  SAGE courses meet for 60 hours a term (listed as 45 theory hours and 15 
lab hours) for 3 credit hours.  NS courses in CHSS award 4 credits for 75 hours of 
theory and “integrated lab.” Courses in Welding and MATT meet for 75 hours a 
term for 2 credit hours. We have suggested that AT use a 15 theory hour/60 lab 
hour breakdown for those courses.  Students would receive one credit for the 15 
theory hours and one credit for the 45 + lab hours for a total of 2 credit hours.   

Recommendation: A definition should be drafted to fit these courses, along with 
an appeal/waiver process available for situations in which the standardized 
definitions are not practical.  



Conflicting State Requirements for CNM & UNM 
 
An issue affecting BIT is the addition of a second lab science to the AA in 
Business. The state now requires that all AA degrees have 8 hours of laboratory 
science.  But since this degree is specifically designed for transferring students, 
and UNM only requires 7 hours of lab science, it’s likely that many of our students 
will choose not to complete this graduation requirement.  We approved the 
additional hour so the program would be in compliance with the state 
requirements with reservations.  We’re concerned that CNM may be punished 
for low graduation rates and some students may waste time completing non-
transferable coursework. The HED should either enforce this requirement for all 
institutions or for none.  
 
Recommendation: We strongly urge administration to communicate these 
concerns to the state and to seek a waiver until UNM requires 2 lab 
sciences.  UNM’s policy is available 
athttp://admissions.unm.edu/transfer/agreements/nm_core_c909.pdf. 
 

Additional Recommendations 

Sub teams 

Finally, the CCC is proposing the creation of three sub teams to draft 
recommendations for action.   

• The CCC Bylaws team will update the CCC bylaws.  This sub team should 
have representation from the Faculty Senate and from the CCC. 
 

• The Credit Hour team will examine so-called “credit hour creep,” the 
tendency for programs to exceed the 60-65 credit hour mark.  This sub 
team should have representation from the Deans Council and from the 
CCC. 
 

• The Duplication team will examine course duplication across the college.  
This sub team should have representation from the Chair Council and from 
the CCC. 

https://webmail.cnm.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=76ae19c7864d4460a8eeca7a01291f4b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fadmissions.unm.edu%2ftransfer%2fagreements%2fnm_core_c909.pdf�

