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CNM GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES REVIEW 

FACULTY Q&A  
 
 
 
Q What are the CNM general education outcomes? 
 
A The CNM general education outcomes are the competencies, skills and qualities we at CNM have 

said our graduates should demonstrate in order to be informed and committed citizens, valued 
employees, and fully prepared transfer students.   

CNM has defined a set of student learning outcomes for its two transfer degrees, the Associates of 
Arts and the Associates of Sciences (AA/AS General Education Student Learning Outcomes).  CNM has 
defined a slightly different but similar set of student learning outcomes for its career technical 
degrees, the Associates of Applied Science (AAS General Education Student Learning Outcomes). 

The CNM general education outcomes reflect the NM General Education Core Course Transfer Curriculum.  

When listed altogether, the general education student learning outcomes are the guidelines for the 
CNM General Education Core Curriculum.   
 

Q What is the CNM General Education Core Curriculum? 
 
A The CNM General Education Core Curriculum is a group of broad categories of educational focus, 

called “areas” (such as Communication, Math, Lab Sciences, etc.), each with an associated set of 
student learning outcomes and a list of courses and course choices that address those outcomes. 

For example, Math is one of the CNM Gen Ed areas. “Solve various kinds of equations, simplify 
expressions, and apply formulas” is one of the Math student learning outcomes. And, MATH 1315, 
College Algebra, is a course that may be taken to meet the CNM Math Gen Ed requirement.   
 

Q Is CNM required to include general education core courses in its associate’s degrees? 
 
A Yes, although CNM’s regional accreditation body, the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), does 

not specify what our Gen Ed areas or outcomes should be, the HLC does expect that we have Gen 
Ed requirements in place for all associate degree programs.  

Furthermore, the HLC requires that our Gen Ed requirements be appropriate to our role and mission 
as an institution, that that they meet minimum credit standards (15 credits for an AAS degree and 24 
AA/AS degree), that they represent “the attitudes and skills requisite for a life of learning in a 
diverse society,” and that they be regularly reviewed.. 

 
Q How are the general education core courses distributed within the Associates Degrees? 
 
A There is a Gen Ed core for the AA/AS Degree and one for the AAS degree, and you can find the exact 

distribution of courses by following the above links to the CNM Course Catalog.   

Both sets of Gen Ed areas and outcomes are aligned with and guided by the CNM mission and 
values. Both are subject to governance by the HLC (as noted above). And, both are influenced by 
the New Mexico Higher Education Department’s expectations for general education courses that are 
included in the State’s General Education Core Course Transfer Curriculum. 

For an AA/AS or transfer degree, the number of credit hours a student is required to complete in 
each Gen Ed area is directed by the NM General Education Core Course Transfer Curriculum. CNM 
is required to continuously assess the State’s identified competencies for courses included in the 
Transfer Curriculum and report the results to the State.  
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Q I teach courses in HWPS, AT or BIT. How does this affect my students? 
 
A All CNM students graduating with an Associate’s degree are required to complete a selection of the 

courses listed in the CNM General Education Core Curriculum. Therefore, although you may not 
teach the courses listed in the Gen Ed core, your students will be impacted by what we as a College 
define as our general education student learning outcomes.   

 
Q Why am I being asked to complete a survey? 
 
A SAAC wants all faculty to review the CNM General Education student learning outcomes and 

provide feedback as to whether or not they still reflect the competencies, skills and qualities we have 
said our graduates should demonstrate in order to be informed and committed citizens, valued 
employees, and fully prepared transfer students. 

Additionally, SAAC would like faculty input regarding a couple of questions that have been raised:  

• Should CNM continue to have two sets of Gen Ed student learning outcomes, one for the 
AA/AS degrees and one for the AAS degrees, or should we have a common set of outcomes 
with each degree type (AA/AS versus AAS) maintaining its own area, course, and credit 
distributions? 

• Should CNM have a separate set of Gen Ed student learning outcomes or just adopt those in 
the NM General Education Core Course Transfer Curriculum? 

 
Q I have seen reference to the NM General Education Core Course Transfer Curriculum.  What 

exactly is that? 
 
A Similar to the CNM General Education Core Curriculum, the NM General Education Core Course 

Transfer Curriculum is a group of broad categories of educational focus, called “areas” (such as 
Communication, Math, Lab Sciences, etc.), each with an associated set of student learning outcomes 
(the State refers to them as General Education Common Core Competencies) and a list of courses and 
course choices that address those outcomes. Inclusion in this State curriculum has two important 
consequences: One, the courses are guaranteed transfer between New Mexico postsecondary public 
institutions. And, two, participating institutions are responsible for the continuous assessment of 
achievement of the State’s competencies and reporting the results back to the State. 

 
Q It seems like just yesterday that we developed the student learning outcomes for the CNM Gen 

Ed Core. Why are we being asked to do it again now? 
 
A The CNM General Education Core Curriculum was last revised in 2011. At that time, the College 

Curriculum Committee (CCC) recommended that the Student Academic Assessment Committee 
(SAAC) review the General Education outcomes every 3 to 4 years to ensure they remain current and 
vital. 

In the fall of 2014, SAAC drafted a process to guide a periodic Gen Ed review and proposed that the 
process be conducted every 6 years. With input from the Academic Affairs Council (AAC), CCC, and 
Deans Council, the process was approved (view a map of the process online at 
http://www.cnm.edu/depts/academic-affairs/saac/saac-outcomes). 
 

Q I am still unclear about all of this.  Where do I go for more information? 
 
A You may want to contact your School’s SAAC representative.  You can find the SAAC member list 

and more information online at http://www.cnm.edu/depts/academic-affairs/saac.  


