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170.1 PURPOSE 

A. To provide requirements for the safe operation of outdoor equipment/tools/chemicals, as well as 

preventing related hazards.  

170.2 SCOPE 

A. This program applies to all Central New Mexico Community College (CNM) Groundkeepers and any 

other CNM employee working outdoors and/or utilizing grounds material or tools. 

170.3 RESPONSIBILITIES  

A. Manager/Supervisor 

(1) Ensure that all employees using equipment and tools have been trained and fully understand 

the operations and maintenance procedures of such tools, including their proper use.    

(2) Provide and train employees with all additional PPE that may be needed for the safe operation 

of portable tools.  

(3) Remove any tool/equipment which is not in compliance with any applicable requirement of this 

plan. 

B. Groundskeeper/Employee 

(1) Ensure properly use the correct tool/equipment/chemical for each task.   

(2) Follow manufactures safety and operating instructions before using. 

(3) Report any damaged tool or equipment to manager/supervisor. 

(4) Follow all guidelines set forth by this program. 

C. Safety Director/Designee  

(1) Shall develop and maintain the Grounds Safety Program, annually reviewing it. 

(2) Provide safety training to ground crew as needed. 

170.4 WILDLIFE 

A. Rodents/Birds/Stray or Wild Animals 

(1) Dead and live animals can spread diseases such as Rat Bite Fever and Rabies. 

(2) Avoid contact with wild or stray animals. 

(3) If bitten/scratched, report to supervisor and get medical attention immediately. 

(4) Do not approach bird nests especially raptors (hawks, owls, etc.). If you see any of these 

predator birds (hawks, owls, etc.) nesting on campus please let the safety department know. 

B. Insects/Spiders/Ticks 

(1) To protect yourself from biting and stinging insects, wear long pants, socks, and long-sleeved 

shirts. 

(2) Use insect repellents that contain DEET or Picaridin. 

(3) Treat bites and stings with over-the-counter products that relieve pain and prevent infection. 

(4) Avoid fire ants; their bites are painful and cause blisters. 

(5) Severe reactions to fire ant bites (chest pain, nausea, sweating, loss of breath, serious swelling 

or slurred speech) require immediate medical treatment. 

C. Snakes  

(1) Non Venomous snakes found in New Mexico include: Gopher, Gartner (7 varieties), Hognose, 

Western Coach Whip, Desert King, Water, Corn, and New Mexico Milk snake. Physical features 

include: 
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(a) Rounded heads 

(b) Rounded pupils 

(c) Sharp teeth no fangs 

(2) Venomous snakes found in New Mexico include: Coral snake (Southwest NM) and Rattlesnakes; 

Prairie, Western Diamondback, Black-Tailed, Rock Ridgenose, Massasaua and Mojave. Physical 

features include: 

(a) Triangle-Shaped heads 

(b) Elliptical (cat-like) pupils 

(c) Upper jaws with fangs 

(3) Watch where you place your hands and feet when removing debris. If possible, don’t place your 

fingers under debris you are moving. Wear heavy gloves. 

(4) If you see a snake, step back and allow it to proceed. 

(5) Watch for snakes sunning on fallen trees, limbs other debris or on walking path. 

(6) A snake’s striking distance is about 2/3 the total length of the snake. 

(7) If bitten, note the color and shape of the snake’s head to help with treatment. 

(8) Keep bite victims still and calm to slow the spread of venom in case the snake is poisonous. Call 

911 immediately. 

(9) Do not cut the wound or attempt to suck out the venom. Apply first aid: lay the person down so 

that the bite is below the level of the heart, and cover the bite with a clean, dry dressing. 

170.5 LAWN MOWERS 

A. To avoid injury with power mower equipment, you must pay close attention to your surroundings. 

Whether you use a riding mower or a walk-behind mower, follow these guidelines for lawn mower 

safety: 

(1) Wear safety glasses before starting the operation. 

(2) Conduct a pre-mowing inspection of the lawn and remove any debris, rocks, limbs, or other 

items that could become a projectile. Look for hazards such as holes or uneven surfaces. 

(3)  Keep hands and feet away from moving blades. 

(4)  Fill the tank with gas before beginning work. (By filling the tank initially, you can avoid having 

to fill the tank later when it is hot.)  

(5)  Store gasoline in a Type I Safety Can that meets OSHA, NFPA code 30 requirements, and is FM, 

UL and ULC approved.  

(6)  Store gasoline cans outside the building and away from any heat source.  

(7)  Replace loud or faulty mufflers.  

(8)  Shut off the engine before unclogging, servicing, or adjusting the mower and before removing 

the grass bag. For added protection, remove the ignition wire before working on the machine. 

B. In addition to the general guidelines for mower safety, follow these guidelines for riding lawn 

mower safety: 

(1) Before starting the engine, make sure the transmission is out of gear and the mower blade 

clutch is disengaged. 

(2)  Never allow extra riders on the lawn mower. 
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(3)  Slow down when turning and when working on slopes. Mow up and down slopes rather than 

across them. 

(4) Avoid backing up if possible. If you must back up, always look behind you first. 

(5) If you hit a large rock or stump, stop the mower and inspect the blades and shaft. Replace 

damaged blades. 

(6) Never leave a running lawn mower unattended. Before leaving the seat, park the mower on a 

flat area, disengage the mower blades, and remove the ignition key. 

C. In addition to the general guidelines for mower safety, follow these guidelines for walk-behind 

mower safety: 

(1) Wear sturdy shoes with good traction.  

(2) Do not bypass the safety device that stops the blade when the operator releases his/her grip on 

the handle. 

(3) Mow across slopes rather than up and down slopes. 

(4) Work slowly and patiently when mowing tall grass or tough weeds. Forcing the mower may 

cause repeated clogs and engine stalls. 

(5) Never leave a running mower unattended. If you stop momentarily, cut the throttle to idle and 

make sure the mower will not roll away. 

(6) Listening to music while mowing or using any other loud equipment is prohibited.  

170.6 HERBICIDES 

A. General Herbicide Safety 

(1) The only pesticides allowed to be administered by CNM employees is herbicides that are not on 

the restricted list, which require applicator certification/license. 

(2) The following sections provide general or specific guidelines for handling herbicides. To help 

reduce the hazards associated with herbicides: 

(a) Keep an ample supply of water nearby to flush exposed areas if a spill occurs. 

(b) Read the safety data sheet of every herbicides you use and understand the hazards and 

how to protect yourself. 

(c) Check all herbicides equipment before you use it to ensure proper working condition. 

(d) Read herbicides labels carefully. Follow the label directions when mixing, applying, storing, 

or disposing of herbicides. 

(e) Wear personal protective equipment to prevent dermal, inhalation, and mucous 

membrane exposure. 

(f) Do not eat, drink, or smoke while handling herbicides. 

(g) Always handle herbicides downhill from wells, cisterns, sink holes, ditches, or standing 

water. Do not apply herbicides when rain is imminent or if wind could affect the spraying 

area. 

(h) Triple-rinse spray equipment and empty containers. Apply the rinse water to the treated 

field. Properly dispose of empty containers. 

B. Applying Herbicides 

(1) When you apply herbicides, you are responsible for protecting yourself, other people, and the 

environment. Follow these guidelines when applying herbicides: 
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(a) Minimize Exposure: Even mildly toxic chemicals can harm you if you use them daily. Take 

care to minimize your exposure to any chemical. Avoid working in herbicides spray, mist, or 

runoff. Always work with another person when working with hazardous chemicals. 

(b) Avoid Applying Herbicides in Sensitive Areas: Avoid spraying herbicides near beehives or 

areas that humans normally occupy (e.g., schools, playgrounds, hospitals, etc.). If you must 

apply herbicides in sensitive areas, do so when the weather is calm and when people are 

not around. 

(c) Avoid Herbicides Drift, Runoff, and Spills: Herbicides that fall outside the targeted 

application area can be very hazardous. Choose weather conditions, equipment, and 

chemicals that do not lend themselves to these hazards. 

(d) Avoid Equipment Accidents: Equipment accidents are often caused by poor maintenance 

and improper work habits. Avoid equipment accidents by following all operating 

instructions. 

C. First Aid for Herbicides Poisoning  

(1) Get medical help immediately (Dial 911), at the first sign of a person with unusual or 

unexplained symptoms while working with herbicides.  

(2) First aid should be initiated, while medical help is on the way. If you are alone with the victim, 

make sure they are breathing and not being further exposed to poison before you call for 

emergency help. Read the first aid instructions on the herbicides label, if possible. Follow those 

instructions. Do not become exposed to poisoning while trying to help. Take the herbicides 

safety data sheet or label to physician. 

D. Additional Safety Precautions  

(1) Inspect herbicides containers for leaks before handling them. 

(2) Do not allow unauthorized personnel in the storage area. 

(3) Do not store herbicides next to items intended for consumption by animals or humans. Do not 

eat, drink, smoke, or chew tobacco where herbicides are present. 

(4) Do not store beverages, food, eating utensils, or smoking material in the storage or loading 

areas. 

(5) Wear rubber gloves while handling containers of herbicides. 

(6) Wash hands immediately after handling herbicides. Remove contaminated protective clothing 

immediately (gloves chemical apron, etc.) 

170.7 TRIMMING EQUIPMENT  

A. Follow these safety guidelines for trimming equipment such as hedge trimmers, string trimmers, 

grass shears, and edgers: 

(1) Wear safety glasses. 

(2) Avoid touching rocks, debris, and gravel with trimming equipment.  

(3) Make sure all screws and chains are tight. Vibrating equipment can cause screws to loosen. 

(4) Walk towards your work. Do not back away from your work when using a trimmer. 

170.8 CHAIN SAWS 

A. Before Starting A Chain Saw 
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(1) Check controls, chain tension, and all bolts and handles to ensure that they are functioning 

properly and that they are adjusted according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

(2) Make sure that the chain is always sharp and the lubrication reservoir is full. 

B. Fueling A Chain Saw 

(1) Check controls, chain tension, and all bolts and handles to ensure that they are functioning 

properly and that they are adjusted according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

(2) Start the saw on the ground or on another firm support. Drop starting is never allowed. 

(3) Start the saw at least 10 feet from the fueling area, with the chain's brake engaged. 

C. Chain Saw Safety 

(1) Clear away dirt, debris, small tree limbs and rocks from the saw's chain path. Look for nails, 

spikes or other metal in the tree before cutting. 

(2) Shut off the saw or engage its chain brake when carrying the saw on rough or uneven terrain. 

(3) Keep your hands on the saw's handles, and maintain secure footing while operating the saw. 

(4) Proper personal protective equipment must be worn when operating the saw, which includes 

hand, foot, leg, eye, face, hearing and head protection. 

(5) Do not wear loose-fitting clothing. 

(6) Be careful that the trunk or tree limbs will not bind against the saw. 

(7) Watch for branches under tension, they may spring out when cut. 

(8) Gasoline-powered chain saw must be equipped with a protective device that minimizes chain 

saw kickback. 

(9) Be cautious of saw kick-back. To avoid kick-back, do not saw with the tip. If equipped, keep tip 

guard in place. 

170.9 POWER BLOWERS 

A. Because power leaf blowers produce air gusts up to 200 mph, you must follow all manufacturers’ 

safety precautions. 

(1) Always walk towards your work when using a power leaf blower. 

(2) Wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including gloves and safety goggles. 

(3) Be aware of pedestrians or others in the area. 

170.10 SNOW/ICE REMOVAL 

A. Shoveling 

(1) To limit the need for snow removal rope off areas that don’t need to be used or accessed. 

(2) Always face towards the object you intend to lift. 

(3) Bend at the hips, not the low back, and push the chest out, pointing forward. Then, bend your 

knees and lift/with your leg muscles, keeping your back straight. 

(4) Keep your loads light and do not lift an object that is too heavy for you If you must lift a shovel 

full, grip the shovel with one hand as close to the blade as comfortably possible and the other 

hand on the handle (handle and arm length will vary the technique). 

(5)  Avoid twisting the back to move your object to its new location – always pivot your whole body 

to face the new direction. 

(6)  Keep the heaviest part of the object close to your body at your center of gravity. 

(7) Walk to the new location to deposit the item rather than reaching or tossing. 
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B. Salting 

(1) Early and frequent snow removal is the best practice to minimize salt use. Shoveling prevents 

ice formation that results from snow packing and the thaw/freeze cycle.  

(2) Salt only walkways and parking lots. Don't salt grass or planting beds.  

(3) Use salt as necessary to clear accessible routes and other paths of travel used by people with 

disabilities. These routes should be given priority. 

C. Avoiding Falls In Winter 

(1) Adjust how you walk on snow and ice, take small shuffle steps like a penguin to maintain 

balance and walk flat footed as possible. 

(2) Go slow, being in a hurry increases your chances of a fall, if you rush and fall you may be 

delayed much longer. 

(3) Look where you are walking and avoid walking on sheer ice if possible – Stay on cleared paths 

and snow routes; don’t cut corners. 

(4) Keep your arms free if possible and use them to help balance yourself. 
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